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Antidepressant induced sexual dysfunctions

Objective: Problems in areas related to appe- tite, sleep, sexual function are very common in 
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psychiatric disorders. Psychotropic drugs also 
have many effects on these areas during treat-
ment. Studies have shown that the incidence of 
sexual dysfunctions during antidepressant treat-
ment is 43.3%.1,3 The aim of the study is to 
investigate the prevalence of antidepressant 
associated sexual dysfunctions. Methods: In 
this study, 66 patients (51 women and 15 men) 
who had been treated with antidepressants were 
assessed regarding sexual functioning by 
Arizona Sexual Experiences Scales (ASEX). 
Soykan did the reliability and validity of Turkish 
version of the scale.2 Demographic character-
ristics, medical background was also asked.
Results: Basic findings of the study are as 

follows: 1. decreased sexual desire 48.5%, 2. 
difficulty in sexual arousal 63.6%, 3. problem in 
experiencing orgasm 69.7%, 4. unsatisfied 
orgasm 37.9%. Conclusion: The prevalence of 
antidepressant-induced sexual dysfunction in 
the study is similar to previously reported in the 
literature. Findings show that taking antidepres-
sant may cause problems in sexual activity. If 
the clinicians should evaluate the various 
aspects of sexual dysfunction before and during 
antidepressant therapy, therapeutic concor-
dance would be better.

Key words: Antidepressants, sexual dysfunction, 
treatment
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The reaction times toward these emotional facial expressions 
in alcohol dependent inpatients

Reading emotional facial expressions accurately 
is a quite important tool in social interaction in 
terms of interpreting the goals, intentions, and 
attitudes of people around us.1,2 Frigerio et al. 
revealed that individuals who are less skilled in 
decoding facial expression display less social 
competence and are less involved in social 
interactions. It is well known that alcoholism is 
characterized by multiple neuropsychological 
dysfunctions and by profound interpersonal 
relationship problems as well as social isolation, 
which are partly related to inaccurately decoding 
of facial expressions. In other words, social 
isolation, which increases based on dependence 
level may cause alcohol dependent individuals 
read emotional facial expressions inaccurately. 
Numerous studies have been designed to exa-
mine the association of alcohol dependence with 
the recognition of facial expressions especially 
towards negative emotions.3 The objective of 
this study was to explore the presence of impair-
ment in the decoding of universally recognized 
facial expressions -happy, sad, angry, dis-
gusted, fearful, surprised, and neutral expres-
sions- and to measure their manual reaction 
times (RT) toward these expressions in alcohol 
dependent inpatients. On August 2006 From 

Alcohol and Substance Treatment Center 

Hospital for Psychiatry and Neurological Dis-
mean 45.50±7.56) de-

toxified alcohol dependent inpatients who diag-
nosed with alcohol dependence and 50 normal 
control group (mean 46.94±6.79) that were 
match for age, sex and years of education were 
administered CAGE Alcohol Dependence Test, 
Symptom Checklist and the constructed com-
puter program Emotion Recognition Test. For 
this program, total seven photos of emotions 
(happy, angry, disgusted, surprised, sad, fearful, 
and neutral) were digitized and 49 photos out of 
56 photos were used in the analysis. Multi-
variate analysis of variance MANOVA- revealed 
that alcohol dependent individuals read dis-
gusted faces more rapidly than other faces. It 
has been known that familiar faces are recog-
nized more correctly and rapidly. Thus, depen-
dent individuals who encounter with others’ 
disgusted faces may recognize and react these 
faces more rapidly.

Key words: emotion, emotional facial expressions,
alcohol dependence
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Anahtar sözcükler:

The attitudes of medical students towards suicide attempters

Objective: Stigma is behaving discriminately to 
come down, see lower or speak ill of one in 
general. Stigma process was figured in four 
steps: (1) people distinguish and label human 
differences; (2) dominant cultural beliefs link 
labeled persons to undesirable characteristics 
that form the stereotype; (3) labeled persons are 
seen as an out-group, as “them” and not “us”; 
and (4) labeled persons experience status loss 

and discrimination that lead to unequal out-
comes. We aimed to investigate the attitudes, 
prejudice, and opinions of medical students 
towards suicide attempters. Methods: Medical 
students in AKU were included in the study. The 
participants were asked to fulfill social distance, 
skillfulness, and dangerousness scales.
Results: Two hundred-thirty four medical stu-
dents were enrolled in the study. Forty of the 


